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Southwest France for Toulouse-Lautrec fans
By Leah Larkin
It was two days before
her 89th birthday, but
Nicole-Berangere Tapie
de Celeyran had the
vitality of someone much
younger. Though tiny, frail
and slightly hunchbacked,
she charged up the long
staircases as we followed
behind.
Madame Tapie de
Celeyran’s passion is
giving tours of her home,
Château du Bosc in the
Midi-Pyrénées region of
southwestern France. Her
distant cousin, the famous
post-impressionist painter
Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, spent summers with
his family in the medieval
château whose centuriesold furnishings and décor
still are intact.
She led us from the
kitchen — where she
pointed out ToulouseLautrec’s sketches on the
wall, upstairs to a lavish
salon and dining room,
a bedroom, hallways,
and then into the garden.
She had plenty to tell us
about her famous relative,
stories passed on from
her grandmother and
other ancestors who knew
the artist whose cabaret
posters have become
synonymous with Paris
and Montmartre, the area
of Paris famous for its
bohemian lifestyle and the
haunt of artists, writers
and philosophers in the
late 1800s.
“I love to talk. I want to
preserve this house, the
spirit of the family,” she
said in French. She also
wants the opportunity to
show Toulouse-Lautrec

mementoes and correct
misconceptions about the
legendary artist.
Toulouse-Lautrec’s
father and uncles often
went hunting. They’d
come back after an outing
and relate tales of their
adventures. Young Henri
sat on the floor, using coal
from the fireplace to make
drawings of their exploits,
she said. In his bedroom,
the floor scattered with
toys, she pointed out a
boat Toulouse-Lautrec
had made after an accident. He was a sickly
child, we learned, who
fractured both thigh
bones in falls at the ages
of 13 and 14. The breaks
never healed properly, and
his legs stopped growing.
She showed us marks
on the wall in one room
where his height had been
recorded each year. It
stopped at 1.52 meters, just
under 5 feet. In another
room she pointed out
menus that Toulouse-Lautrec, who was passionate
about cuisine, had embellished with his drawings.
The fascinating stories
told by this delightful
woman were the perfect
background for a visit
to the Toulouse-Lautrec
Museum in nearby Albi,
where the artist was born
in 1864. He died at the
age of 36 due to complications of alcoholism and
syphilis.
More than 1,000 of his
works — paintings, lithographs, drawings, as well
as the famous posters,
most donated by his family — are on display in the
Albi museum, which has
the largest collection of his

If you go

GETTING THERE
Albi is 48 miles from Toulouse, France. There are trains to
Albi from the Toulouse airport, as well as the central train
station in the city. Bus service also is available. A rental
car is a good option for visiting both Albi and Château du
Bosc, which is located outside of town. There are no direct
flights to Toulouse from the U.S., but the city is easily
reached by air or high speed train from Paris.
WHERE TO STAY
Hotel Mercure Albi Bastides: This 56-room hotel on
the banks of the Tarn River has the perfect location for
admiring — and photographing — the city. The building,
classified as a historic monument, was previously a
water mill. Its riverside terrace is ideal for outdoor dining;
mercure.com/albi.
WHERE TO EAT
Le Clos Sainte Cécile: Located in a former school, this
restaurant has a beautiful garden for enjoying meals under
ancient plane trees. I chose the 18 euro, three-course
lunch menu featuring a delicious first course, crab tartare
with mango and apples. We had two main courses to
choose from, a seafood mélange of salmon, scallops and
clams, or Boudin Noir with apples, onions and potatoes. A
tough choice, but I went for the blood sausage, a French
classic but not often on menus. It was excellent, as was
the crème brûlée dessert; 3 rue du Castelviel, telephone 33
(0)5 63 38 19 74.
WHAT TO DO
Museum Toulouse-Lautrec: Closed Tuesdays October
through March and Jan. 1, May 1, Nov. 1. Closed daily noon2 p.m. Admission 8 euros for adults, 17 euros for families.
Palais de la Berbie; musee-toulouse-lautrec.com.
Château du Bosc: The château is in Naucelle, 30 minutes
by car from Albi. Madame Tapie de Celeyran gives tours
only in French, but guided tours in English by other staff
members who know all about Toulouse-Lautrec are
offered year round 10 a.m.-7 p.m. If you visit, you are
sure to meet Madame, who loves to welcome visitors.
Admission 8 euros adults, 4 euros children; tourismeaveyron.com; telephone 33 (0)5 65 69 20 83.
MORE INFORMATION
Tourist office: www.albi-tourisme.fr/us

works in the world.
“What is important in
a painting is the person.
Landscape is secondary.
That was his philosophy,”
a museum guide told us.
Toulouse-Lautrec painted
psychological portraits,

and he understood advertising, hence the posters,
she explained.
The museum is housed
in the 13th-century Palais
de la Berbie, which
was built as a fortified
residence for the city’s

bishops. In addition to
the Toulouse-Lautrec
collections, the museum
is home to ancient art,
archaeological pieces and
modern art.
Albi, a UNESCO World
Heritage site on the banks
of the Tarn River, seems
almost too picture-perfect.
An ancient 11th-century
bridge, the Pont Vieux,
spans the river. The bell
tower of the city’s mighty
cathedral dominates the
skyline.
It was in Albi during
the 13th century that a
crusade was launched
against the Cathars,
heretics who had developed their own version
of Christianity which
was thought to threaten
Catholicism. After the
Albigensian Crusade, construction of the cathedral
got underway at the end of
the century and went on
for some 200 years.
Sainte Cécile Cathedral
is the largest cathedral in
the world built of brick.
It’s also the only cathedral
in France with the original
15th-century paint still
intact on interior walls
and ceilings. The architecture is southern Gothic, a
type of Gothic unique to
this part of France with
no flying buttresses, no
columns, no transept.
Another Albi attraction
is the city’s museum of
miniatures. The 55 miniature rooms were made by
a now 79-year-old woman
who started the project
40 years ago. As a child
she wanted a dollhouse,
but never got one. So, at
the age of 39 she set out to
make her own, room by

Buildings in scenic Albi
are made of the red brick
that is characteristic
of the Midi-Pyrénées
region in southwestern
France.

room. The museum curator told us that it takes her
from six months to a year
to make one room. She
is now busy producing a
miniature church. No detail is ignored — even the
dinner plates on a table
are accompanied by tiny
silverware.
After seeing the sights,
take time to wander
around the pleasant town
whose old districts are full
of medieval splendor —
narrow lanes with ancient
brick and half-timbered
houses, flower-bedecked
courtyards, Renaissance
mansions.
The region is notable
for its architecture. Not
to be missed in nearby
Toulouse, the capital of
the Midi-Pyrénées, are
Saint Sernin Basilica, a
UNESCO World Heritage
site; the Jacobin Monastery; and the Capitole, the
city hall and its Henry IV
courtyard.
Since Toulouse-Lautrec
was a gourmand, if he
were alive today he’d
probably be spending time
in Toulouse, also known
for its restaurants, several
with Michelin stars, and
fabulous food markets.
Leah Larkin is a freelance
journalist who lives in
Provence, France. See her
blog, talesandtravel.com,
and website, leahlarkin.com,
for more.
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Luxury ranch resort in Washington County offers summer deals
By Jody Schmal

Sometimes you want to get
away. But sometimes you don’t
want to travel far to get away
(and you hate the term “staycation”). And sometimes — OK,
maybe most of the time — it’s
nice to experience a little quiet
luxury.
Inn at Dos Brisas, a Relais &
Chateaux property in Washington, an hour or so drive northwest of downtown Houston,
provides all these things.
The 313-acre ranch resort,
owned by Houstonians Doug
and Jennifer Bosch, includes two
lodging options: four 800-squarefoot casitas and five 1,795-squarefoot, Spanish-style haciendas.
Each of the latter has a private
plunge pool and outdoor shower.
Both come with a zippy golf cart
to explore the expanse.
Activities range from horseback riding lessons and clay
shooting to more urban pursuits
such as massages and swimming in the resort’s infinity pool.
Even better, the inn has a few
summer specials to help people
take the plunge.

The Bed and Breakfast package, valid through Sept. 30,
includes lodging and breakfast
for two for up to five nights.
Prices for a mid-week stay (Sunday through Thursday) start at
$389 per night for a casita and
$789 per night for a hacienda.
Weekends are $689 and $989 per
night, respectively.
Meanwhile, the inn’s finedining restaurant, which uses
the robust bounty grown on the
property’s 42 acres of USDA
certified organic farms and
orchards, is offering prix-fixe
menus for day-trippers this
summer. Three-course dinners
— such as an entrée of roasted
Amish chicken with Burgundy
truffles and lavender honey,
and salads made using pickedthis-morning ingredients — are
$69. The three-course Sunday
brunch is $49 — hello, farm
skillet! — and the resort’s classic “grand tasting” menu has
been reduced from $175 to $125,
excluding alcohol.
To book visit dosbrisas.com
or call 979-277-7750.
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The 313-acre Inn at Dos Brisas in Washington County offers activities such as horseback riding.

